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This DSSG Digest has the most up to date news and 
listing of cancer trials that are underway in Ireland. It is 
published by Cancer Trials Ireland three times a year. 

Research Nurses Sarah Thompson (left) and Katrina Falvey, from the Cancer Trials Research Unit at Cork University Hospital, celebrating 

International Clinical Trials Day 2017ð (See pages 5 to 7) 
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Prof Bryan Hennessy, Clinical Lead, Cancer 

Trials Ireland, and Consultant Oncologist, 

Beaumont Hospital.  

Target to double the number of 

patients who can access cancer 

drug trials from 3% to 6% 

Our purpose is to enable the opening of as many cancer 

trials in Ireland, and indeed in European countries, and 

oversee the running of these trials. 

 

These trials have three tangible benefits: 

 

¶ They take us closer to finding life enhancing 

treatments. 

 

¶ They enable patients to get access to new and novel 

treatments which are only available to people who are 

on trials. 

 

¶ They save the HSE millions in drugs costs. Last 

yearôs saving is estimated to be more than ú6 million. 

 

Given these concrete benefits, there is absolutely no 

justification for not trying to open more cancer trials. It could 

in fact be argued that it would be irresponsible not to. 

 

At the moment only about 3% of patients with cancer take 

part in cancer drug trials. These are trials that involve testing 

the efficacy and safety of promising new drugs or 

combinations of drugs. Sometimes they involve testing drugs  

already licensed for certain disease types and conditions, as 

a potential new treatment for other disease types. In both 

situations they offer people with cancer early access to 

promising treatment options. 

 

Over the past few years, Cancer Trials Ireland has been 

making important strategic changes to grow the number of 

people who can take part in cancer drug trials. 

 

We have modernised the way we are organised; 

strengthening our governance and oversight.  

 

We have broadened our portfolio to include more trials in 

more disease areas.  

 

We are expanding, for example, our translational research 

portfolio. 

 

Weôve started work on a national integrated cancer trials 

management system.  

 

We are providing greater support to our cancer trials 

research units around the country.  

 

We are strengthening our links with our pharmaceutical 

partners. 

 

We have done all of this against the backdrop of a 20% cut 

in our 3 year grant from the State. 

 

When this cut came into effect last year we did not create a 

fuss. We simply got on with our work. 

 

However, it is time for the State to not only reverse these 

cuts but increase its original commitment to cancer trials.  

 

We also want the State to commit to doubling the number 

who can access cancer drug trials from 3% to 6%.  This will 

involve increasing its investment in cancer trials by ú2.5 

million a year. This investment will save twice as much in 

drugs costs. 

 

This investment will enable our teams of committed 

researchers around the country to forge new ground and 

enable us to attract international trials to Ireland which are 

run by European and global research organisations, and 

major pharmaceutical organisations. 

 

In addition, we want the health service to redefine the role of 

cancer trials within the health service. We want it to accept 

that cancer trials are treatment options that people with 

cancer are entitled to choose from. They are not outliers.  

 

I ask all of you, our members, to use your influence to enable 

us to double the number of people with cancer who are 

participating in cancer drug trials. 

 

The alternative is that we will miss out on the opportunities 

that are waiting for us on the horizon. 
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ASCO 

ASCO (the American Society of Clinical Oncology) is the 

world's leading professional organisation for physicians and 

oncology professionals caring for people with cancer. Its 

annual conference is the most important date in the diary of a 

cancer clinical researcher. Many of the delegates are world 

leaders in their fields and published in high impact journals.  

Itôs an event that brings together the brightest and the best in 

the world. The Cancer Trials Ireland team of Oncologists, 

Researchers and two staff members did their very best at 

this meeting to solidify partnerships with collaborative groups 

like ECOG, ANZUP, GEICAM, etc. It was also an opportunity 

to forge new partnerships and bring new trials into Ireland for 

our patients. We did much work on that and we will discuss 

this further in our DSSG meeting.  

The backdrop to all of this networking and future planning is 

the research and the announcements of exciting results and 

not so exciting results. In every session, the research 

question is important because it informs our future directions 

in cancer trials. I want to thank all our members who wore 

the Irish jersey for the weekend and did their very best to up 

our game in Ireland.  

Data Analytics is clearly on the agenda in the cancer 

research space, particularly in light of the ñMoonshotò 

Program initiated by the then USA Vice President, Joe Biden. 

ASCO has created the Center for Research and Analytics 

(CENTRA). Like many other groups we met over the 

weekend, ASCO recognises the potential value of its data 

assets and its growing expertise in conducting research. 

They plan to make these resources available to ASCO 

members and other organisations.  

This is on our agenda, but a little further away. In a climate of 

new EU Data Regulations, there are challenges but it is our 

hope that we can work towards the infrastructure needed in 

valuing the research potential of data in Ireland.  

(See back page for more details.) 

Just Ask Your Doctor! 

On International  Clinical Trials Day 2017 we launched our 

Just Ask Your Doctor! campaign.  

Thanks to the support of our pharmaceutical partners; MSD, 

Bayer, Janssen, Abbvie, Roche, Merck, and Novartis, this is 

our biggest ever public information campaign.   

It builds on the campaign we introduced last year to coincide 

with our name change and we hope it will become a regular 

feature of our calendar. 

There are four main elements to the campaign. For the first 

time weôve run local and national radio advertising. Our 

thanks to broadcaster Bobby Kerr for the voice over.  

We have been actively generating media coverage of cancer 

trials, with a number of patients generously advocating 

publicly for cancer trials. We greatly appreciate this 

invaluable support. 

Cancer trials units in hospitals across the country held a 

series of information events which we supported with 

marketing packs consisting of our new brochures, posters, 

etc.  Thank you all for your enthusiasm. 

And we have revamped our website. It now provides a 

comprehensive listing of cancer trials open in Ireland. It also 

includes a full listing of Cancer Trials Irelandôs academic 

publications dating back to 2006 which is a very valuable 

resource. 

We will be keeping the momentum going during the year with 

another series of profile raising activities. 

Integrated Trials Management 

An important action noted in our Strategy 2020 is the need to 

develop an integrated trial management system capable of 

monitoring and reporting on all aspects of all trials, across 

the entire portfolio.    

Implementing such a system is a major undertaking. Thanks 

to the support of the Irish Cancer Society we have started the 

first phase which will involve the development of a robust 

business case for a preferred system. 

We hope that through the development and implementation 

of an integrated trials management system in the cancer 

trials environment we will be able to contribute to the wider 

clinical trials community, and hopefully the project will act as 

an exemplar for the way forward. 

Reaching out and growing our 

impact beyond Ireland 

Eibhlin Mulroe, CEO, Cancer Trials Ireland. 
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Speaking at our International Clinical Trials Day recognition 

event, Dr Linda Coate, Cancer Trials Irelandôs Vice Clinical 

Lead highlighted the importance of having cancer trials units 

around the country that are well staffed and equipped. 

 

Dr Coate is an Oncologist based at University Hospital 

Limerick. She is also the Chair of the Lung DSSG group and 

is actively growing trials in this disease area. 

 

ñCancer is not location specificò, Dr Coate said.  ñIt affects 

people from Malin Head to Mizen Head. 

 

ñAnd while the evidence clearly shows that treatments are 

more effective when delivered through centres of excellence, 

to deliver the benefits of cancer trials we need cancer trials 

research units that are also centres of excellence.ò  

 

Dr Coate took the opportunity to thank all of our colleagues 

in our research units across the country, many of which were 

represented at the recognition event. 

 

ñI thank our principal investigators, team leaders, research 

nurse specialists, data managers and pharmacists and 

general staff for your commitment to your patients and your 

commitment to uncovering cancerôs secrets. 

 

ñWe are absolutely committed to supporting you as best we 

can to grow and develop your teams.ò Dr Coate also thanked 

pharmaceutical companies which were enabling more 

training and development support to be provided to the units 

around the country (see pages 14 - 15). 

 

She went on to point out that the integrated trial 

management system that was being worked on will enable 

the network to be integrated further, making it more attractive 

to conduct potentially ground breaking trials. 

 

Following on from Prof Bryan Hennessyôs comments on the 

need to reframe cancer trials as integral to the treatment 

options available to people with cancer and not as an outlier, 

Dr Coate emphasised that our network of research units has 

a huge role to play in supporting this shift in mind set. 

 

ñIt is a clich® to use the word unique. But this network 

provides a unique superstructure to enable our medical, 

surgical and radiation oncologists to open up new novel 

options for patients which would otherwise remain 

unexplored.  

 

ñThey have a reservoir of knowledge, experience and clinical 

and research know-how which is unmatched in any other 

area of research in Ireland. 

 

ñCombined, our cancer trial research units around the 

country are carrying out more clinical trials than all other 

research organisations,ò she said. 

 

She said that the network has been 20 years in the making 

and its importance and relevance is growing every year as 

the challenges of getting to grips with cancer remains as 

acute as ever.  

 

ñIt is a powerful resource in our collective effort to remove the 

devastation that cancer can deliver and it needs your 

generous support,ò she said. 

 

Our network carries out more trials than all other 

research organisations in Ireland combined. 

Dr Linda Coate 
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Pictured at the launch were (L-R) Liz OôDonnell, Director of Policy, 
Government Affairs and Communications, MSD; Bl§naid O'Connell, 
Medical Science Liaison, Merck; Michelle Gartland, Therapeutic 
Area Manager Oncology, Bayer; Leisha Daly, Country Director, 
Janssen; and Janet Culbert, Disease Area Manager, Novartis; with 
Eibhlin Mulroe, CEO, Cancer Trials Ireland (seated).  

Right (L-R): Prof 
Bryan Hennessy, 
Clinical Lead; 
Eibhlin Mulroe, 
CEO; Dr Linda 
Coate, Vice Clinical 
Lead; all from 
Cancer Trials 
Ireland with Rory 
Goodbody, Senior 
Medical Manager, 
Abbvie. 

To mark this yearôs International Clinical Trials Day 

2017, we launched the Just Ask Your Doctor! public 

information campaign. 

The campaign includes national and local events across our 

network of cancer trials research units, radio advertising, 

social media advertising and advertising in the medical 

press. 

 

It is designed to encourage people with cancer to ask their 

doctor if thereôs a cancer trial that they might be able to join. 

There are three ways to Just Ask! 

 

1. Ask ð   Just Ask Your Doctor! 

2. Visit ð  cancertrials.ie 

3. Call ð  Irish Cancer Society Cancer Nurseline Freephone 

1800 200 700 

Thereôs lots of information 

about trials posted on our 

revamped website and a 

full listing of all open 

cancer trials. If you would 

like to discuss a trial with 

a patient, you can print off 

the trial information using the PRINT THIS PAGE button that 

is located on each trialôs listing page, and bring it along 

to their next appointment. 

Our thanks to our industry partners for supporting the 

campaign. 

 

Examples of support material 
(brochures, posters and 
advertisements) for the campaign. 


