Thank You
For helping us find answers to cancer
Saturday, 16th November 2019

How you are helping
Every €1 invested in cancer trials generates €3 in savings in drugs for the HSE*. We plan
to us money raised today for ovarian and prostate cancer trials.
Over 50% of all clinical trials in Ireland are cancer trials. Cancer Trials Ireland is the only
organisation in Ireland which is focused solely on cancer research trials and it has the
unique advantage of being made up of clinicians and scientists all invested in one goal:
to ensure patients in Ireland have access to the best cancer treatments in the world.
* Health & Economic Impacts of Cancer Trials in Ireland, 2016: www.cancertrials.ie/resources/reportssubmissions/

A global player
Ireland continues to punch well above its weight internationally. Cancer Trials Ireland is
part of an International Consortium (ANZUP: Australia, Canada, Ireland, NZ, UK & USA)
studying a treatment’s effects on advanced prostate cancer. In June, ANZUP published
a paper finding that the treatment under investigation can extend the life of
appropriate patients by 33%. Irish and UK involvement in this study was co-ordinated
by Cancer Trials Ireland through Tallaght University Hospital. 195 patients were
recruited across 17 sites (7 Irish; 10 UK) representing 17% of total recruitments.
Partnerships like these strengthen Ireland’s cancer trials stature globally.

Solid foundations
In Ireland, most Medical, Surgical and Radiation Oncologists and Haematologists are
working on cancer trials. At any one time there could be in the region of 6,000 patients
on a cancer trial in Ireland and since Cancer Trials Ireland was established in 1996, more
than 15,000 patients have participated in over 350 cancer trials.
Our vision is for patients with cancer to have the opportunity to participate in
potentially life enhancing cancer trials, and for Ireland to be a highly attractive location
to open cancer trials. Our mission is to discover new diagnostics and treatments that
will extend and enhance the lives of the millions of people who are diagnosed with
cancer each year.

Organising committee
Grace McDermott (Chair), Mairead O’Brien (Honorary Treasurer), Fiona Collins, Liz
Coughlan, Kim Fitzgerald, Julie Liston, Rita Lovett, Deirdre McDermott, Paula Murphy.

“On behalf of us all at Cancer Trials Ireland, the people
with cancer and their families who access trials, and

for the generations ahead who will benefit from your
support here today, I offer my sincerest thanks.”
Eibhlín Mulroe, CEO, Cancer Trials Ireland

Pat Smullen
When Pat Smullen decided to do
something for pancreatic cancer trials in
Ireland, the results were unimaginable.
The nine-time Irish champion jockey
brought nine other champion jockeys out
of retirement to run a very special race at
the Curragh. This galvanised the racing
community to come together to donate
proceeds from an entire weekend of
racing in September – and that wasn’t the
end. A gala event and auction followed.
People gave money through text
donations. Even up to last week, coffee
cups with Pat’s picture were still selling,
still raising money.
It takes a very special person to inspire
this. Pat’s popularity – and humility – are
legendary, and we can plainly see the
results. It is heart-warming to see these
qualities can coexist with the drive and
determination it takes to reach the very
top of his demanding profession.
Born in Offaly, Pat has spent two decades
riding for the Moyglare Stud until he
retired from racing in May. Over that time
he grew the kind of relationships and
reputation that befits the love that people
of every level in Irish racing showed him
in September, and since. He is married to
Frances Crowley, and with her raises their
three children, Hannah, Paddy and Sarah.
Clinical trials offer patients very real,
important benefits – but they can also
provide something as vital as it is
intangible: Hope. That is Pat’s real gift to

“This isn’t about me, it’s about people in
this situation. We’ve raised a huge amount
of money, which will give so many people
the confidence to go forward.”
the people who come after him, who are diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer.
The outpouring of love and support his efforts have
generated give hope to us all.
Thank you, Pat.
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“We’re never going to tackle cancer fully with one trial. It’s the
culmination of several trials or several new drugs which is going to give us
a definitive cure for cancer.”

Prof Bryan Hennessy, Clinical Lead, Cancer Trials Ireland, Consultant
Medical Oncologist Beaumont Hospital, Dublin

